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CYRIL JACKSON PRIMARY SCHOOL 
SCIENCE POLICY 

 
VISION: 
Cyril Jackson is a safe and stimulating environment where children encounter challenging 
and creative learning experiences. 
 
Each member of the school community is motivated to be a life-long learner. 
 
We will equip everyone with the skills to achieve their full potential in a climate of 
mutual respect and personal responsibility. 
 
STATEMENT OF AIMS: 

 To provide a supportive, stimulating environment in which each child is enabled and 
encouraged to attain the highest standard of achievement of which he or she is 
capable. 

 
 To ensure that the curriculum is broad and well balanced following all subjects in 

the National Curriculum. 
 

 To value each individual’s contribution irrespective of race, gender, religion or 
ability. 

 
 To encourage children to be aware of their behavior and how it affects other 

people. 
 

 To recognize that children have a variety of special needs and endeavor to provide 
appropriately for the needs of individuals. 

 
 To ensure that the curriculum reflects the richness of our multi-cultural society. 
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 To foster and build on relationships with parents, governors and the wider 
community. 

 
 To provide a planned process of staff development. 

 
THE AIMS OF SCIENCE AND HOW THESE CONTRIBUTE TO THE SCHOOL’S 
AIMS: 
 
The school aims to: 
 Stimulate the children’s natural curiosity and sense of wonder about the world in 

which they live 
 Satisfy this curiosity with knowledge; 
 Engage pupils as learners at many levels through linking ideas with practical 

experience 
 Help children develop an understanding of the world around them and to begin to 

appreciate how the growth of scientific knowledge has affected their everyday lives 
 Encourage the development of scientific methods of investigation: observing, 

measuring, classifying, hypothesizing, fair testing and interpreting results 
 Show pupils how major scientific ideas contribute to technological change and how 

this impacts on improving the quality of our everyday lives; 
 Provide opportunities for children to communicate their ideas to others using the 

evidence they have acquired 
 Recognise hazards and risks when working in science topics 
 Promote key-figures in science, from a wide variety of cultural backgrounds as role 

models 
 Make strong links between ICT, Maths and Literacy as appropriate 

STATEMENT RE: SCHEME OF WORK: 

Schemes of work show how the National Curriculum programmes of study and attainment 
targets can be translated into a practical plan. The Science Curriculum is planned using 
the QCA Schemes of work which are then adapted and refined to the children’s 
interests, needs and cross curricular subjects. The Medium Term planning for each Year 
Group has been arranged to maximize the benefit of cross-curricular links ie teaching 
the science unit Rocks and Soils in Year 3 in tandem with History through the ages as 
this provides the engaging context of the Stone Age in which to explore rocks and soils. 
In the Foundation Stage, children will be learning science within the context of 
Knowledge and Understanding as identified in the EYFS. All learning intentions will be 
derived from this document.  
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TEACHING AND LEARNING: 
Primary education is a critical stage in children’s development – it shapes them for life. 
As well as giving them the essential tools for learning, primary education is about 
children experiencing the joy of discovery, solving problems, being creative through all 
subjects, developing their self-confidence as learners and maturing socially and 
emotionally. 
 
At Cyril Jackson we want to continue to focus on raising standards while not being afraid 
to combine that with making learning stimulating, hands-on and fun.  
 
Our goal is to combine excellence in teaching with enjoyment of learning. Therefore: 
 

 All lessons have clear learning objectives which are shared and reviewed with 
the pupils effectively. 

 The aim is separated from the context to allow children to be clear about the 
key skill which they are working on it that lesson. i.e. Aim: I can observe and 
record / Context: changes to a circuit 

 A variety of strategies, including questioning, discussion, concept mapping and 
marking, are used to assess progress. The information is used to identify what 
is taught next. 

 Activities inspire the pupils to experiment and investigate the world around 
them and to help them raise their own questions such as "Why...?", "How...?" and 
"What happens if...?". Activities develop the skills of enquiry, observation, 
locating sources of information, selecting appropriate equipment and using it 
safely, measuring and checking results, and making comparisons and 
communicating results and findings. 

 Lessons make effective links with other curriculum areas and subjects, 
especially Numeracy, Literacy and ICT. Activities are challenging, motivating 
and extend pupils’ learning. 

 Reading opportunities are taken up at every possibility. These are linked to the 
assessment foci and in Year 6 Science Reading Folders are being trialled 

 Pupils have frequent opportunities to take responsibility for planning 
investigative work, selecting relevant resources, making decisions about sources 
of information, carrying out activities safely and deciding on the best form of 
communicating their findings. 

 A yearly science week is held in school which engages pupils in a week of science 
focused cross-curricular activities and welcomes participants from the outside  
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 community. Recent themes have included: materials,  forensics, taste and  
flight. 

 In the Foundation Stage, children will undertake an adult led Knowledge and 
Understanding activity at least every two weeks. This will focus on one of the 
learning intentions laid out in the medium term plan and will be clearly linked to 
the topic. Children will experience KUW through play and independent learning 
in both inside and outside areas. These areas are class ‘investigation’ and 
‘horticulture’. Through play, children will begin to ask questions and through 
supported learning will seek answers and experience a range of learning 
opportunities.   

(See Teaching and Learning Policy) 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

At Cyril Jackson we ensure that children are kept safe throughout the duration of every 
lesson.  

 Whilst using scientific apparatus teachers will make sure they explain how to use 
equipment safely and sensibly. If at any point they feel children are not doing so 
the teacher will stop the lesson and collect in the equipment.  

 When handling new equipment the teacher should model how to use this safely 
before allowing the children to have a go.  

 
 
SCIENCE ASSESSMENT: 
Learning must be focused on individual pupils’ needs and abilities. Assessment for 
learning is a powerful tool for making sure that learning fits individual needs. A focus on 
individual children will help to mainstream support for children with particular needs. 
 
At Cyril Jackson we also use end of Year tests to help every child develop to his or her 
potential, help the school to improve and help parents and the public to understand the 
progress and performance of the school. Subsequently in science: 

 The pupils’ knowledge and understanding are generally assessed before each 
unit of work by a combination of questioning, discussion and mind-mapping. 

 Pupils are encouraged to use self-assessment and teachers use this to identify 
assessment points.  

 Assessment of Sc1 relies on observation and/or the collection of written 
evidence of investigating skills. . 
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 Teachers analyse pupils’ progress in the units of work they have completed at 
the end of each school year to complete the annual report to parents. This 
report takes the form of a summary of the pupils’ understanding and teachers’ 
observations of the pupils at work thus giving parents a view of what their 
children know, understand and can do. 

 We are currently working with the Borough Science Co-ordinator to develop 
assessment procedures for the school in light of the new curriculum changes 

SCIENCE RESOURCES 

The specialised science resources are stored in the science cupboards in both school 
sites; the resources are divided between the 2 school sites appropriate to the units that 
each year group is studying. 

In the resource area, all resources are organised in boxes which are linked to units of 
work. These resources should be returned to their proper place. 

The Foundation Stage access these resources and in addition have KUW resources 
within the Early Years storage. 

OUT OF SCHOOL LEARNING: 
Medium term planning identifies suitable visits and visitors to support the learning 
objectives for each unit of work.  

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: 

We believe that all staff working at the school are entitled to a framework of support 
to enable them to develop effectively, confidently and competently within their role.  
Staff development will raise achievement and improve the learning environment within 
the school.  Support is being offered both from within the school, and through external 
agencies/institutions.  

(See Training and Development Policy) 

 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES: 
The school is committed to the following: 

 Opposing all forms of discrimination – individual and institutional, direct and 
indirect. 

 Challenging all forms of discrimination about different groups in society. 
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 Translating good equal opportunities principles into all our policies and practice. 
 Maintaining and developing an inclusive culture where every individual feels valued 

and aspires to succeed. 
(See Equal Opportunities Policy and Racial Equality Policy) 
 
 
PARTNERSHIPS: 
Links to the scientific community have been developed such as the Billingsgate Fish 
Market who regularly visit school to hold food workshops which look at balanced diet 
animal types and habitats. Parents have also attended this centre in the evenings 
alongside their children to develop their knowledge of what constitutes a balanced diet 
and food hygiene. Within the Foundation Stage we have had a local carpenter visiting 
children to assist in the use of the children’s woodwork bench. We are currently 
developing links with the L’Oreal Science Centre at the Royal Institute to take part in 
and develop a series of workshops for Key Stage 2. 
 
 
 


